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Closing the School Year

We are at the close of another school year and
| wish to say a special good-bye to the families
whose youngest child is leaving Hatch School
and to those families that are relocating. You
will be missed! We wish you well. Thank you
for your cooperation and support.

| also wish to invite the fifth grade students to
return to Hatch often. We want to stay in touch
with you as you make career choices and
develop into young adults.

Hatch School Read-A-Thon

Two hundred and eighty-nine students
participated in the School-Wide Read-A-Thon.
Two hundred and eighty students earned
enough points to meet one of the reading
challenges. Those students celebrated their
accomplishment by going to the Naperville
Gymnastics Club on Friday, May 14 (K-1),
Friday, May 21 (2-3), or Friday, May 28 (4-5).
They participated in many activities including a
pizza lunch. The staff at the Naperville
Gymnastics Club enjoyed our visit.

Tribute to Excellence

On Wednesday, May 26, at 12:30PM, the
entire school came together to celebrate the
many achievements of our students at Hatch
School. Students received medals and
certificates in the areas of academics, health
and fitness, and participation in the various
activities at Hatch School.

We were pleased to see so many parents in
attendance.

Fifth Grade Awards/Promotion Celebration

On Wednesday, June 2, at 12:00PM, our fifth
grade students will receive awards for
scholastic achievement, participation in school
activities and service to the school.

Presidential awards for Educational Excellence
will be presented to students who maintained a
meets/exceeds average throughout 4™ and
5Mgrades. We will also honor two students for
“extraordinary academic effort.”

Hot Lunch Program

IMPORTANT REMINDER - Please pay
negative lunch balances before June 2 of
this school year.

Breakfast Program

The breakfast program will also continue next
year. Many students are arriving on time to be
a part of the program. Students are well
behaved and eat quietly with their friends.

Mark Your Calendars!
First Day of School: Tuesday, August 23

Hatch School and our P.T.O. will not host a
School Fee Day. Many families are paying on-
line or stopping by the office to pay school
fees.

School Daze -2010 Summer School Sign-up

It is not too late to sign-up for our summer
school program which will be held at Hatch and
Lincoln Schools this year. Tuesday, June 8 is
the first day of summer school. If you need
additional material or information, please call
Stephanie Avila at 524-7634.

Lost and Found

This is the last chance to claim lost items. We
will have tables set up by the main office June
1-3. Please stop by!
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THINGS TO CONSIDER FOR THE 2010-2011
SCHOOL YEAR ...

-Read-a-thon and Math-a-thon Programs -
These programs are designed to challenge
student learning, while promoting lots of fun!
Please watch for more information in
September.

-Parent Workshops — The School
Improvement Team will continue to host parent
workshops during the next school year.

-Lunches - We have noticed that students are
not eating all of their lunches. Please consider
packing less food for your child. Ask your child
if he/she is eating all of his/her lunch, and pack
accordingly. Remember: Hot Lunch offers
small portions at an economical price.

-P.T.O. - This year our Hatch P.T.O. did a
wonderful job supporting our programs. We
appreciate their fine work in bringing many
wonderful activities and events to Hatch
School. Hatch School will continue to need
parent volunteers in order to have another
successful school year. We are very fortunate
to have such giving parents at Hatch School,
but we do not want to over work them. Please
consider heading a committee or volunteering
to serve on one. Please plan on actively
participating in our PTO for the new school
year!

Have a Super Summer!

Sheila Y. Carter
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Congratulations to May Kids Page winner
Athanasios Pantazopoulos (1-P)!! He correctly
answered that Cinco De Mayo began as a
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Potatoes, popcorn, radishes, an alligator,
beans and carrots...nope, that not a typo! The
“5™ Gator,” created by Laura Constans and the
5™ graders, is one of two new sculptures that
sprouted in the Hatch Patch this spring. The
other, a beautiful copper tree, was created by
Jay Keller and family and adorned with colorful
beaded branches by the 1% graders.

For the fourth year, Hatch students, teachers
and parents dug
in the dirt,
smelled and
tasted fresh
herbs and
planted a variety
. of vegetables,

\ fruits, grains and
edible flowers.
Students talked
about what it
means to be
organic and how
there is no
garbage in
nature. In
keeping with our
“Hatch Grows
Green” efforts,
students and

family volunteers created new paths for the
garden using woodchips ground from trees cut
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celebration of Mexico 's victory over the French
army in 1862.



down in the village. Also, the poles used to
create our teepees for winter squash and
cucumbers are Buckthorn saplings which were

cut down in Thatcher Woods by Hatch parents.

Removing these invasive trees aids the efforts
of the Forest Preserve Restoration Project.
This year we received donations of some of
our plants from the O’Keefe and
Pantazopoulos families who started their own
seeds earlier this spring.

Once again, we will be donating our summer
harvests to the Oak Park River Forest Food
Pantry and looking forward to our Hatch Patch
Harvest Festival next fall. All Hatch families
and teachers are invited to get involved by
volunteering to help care for the garden over
the summer. See the Hatch Patch Helper
article in this issue of the Hatch Dispatch

for details.

Many thanks to the wonderful volunteers who
make it possible for all of our children to have
the opportunity to participate in this great
program. Thank you also to our PTO for their
continued funding of the garden and to our
principal, Mrs. Carter, for her constant support

of projects that enrich the lives of our students.

Garden preparation & planting helpers

The Bulut Baus family, Nadia Bechtold , Garth
Daley, Dean Delis, Darlene & Oliver Hug, the
Knickrehm family, David Knight, Lillian Kong,
Kathy Moriarty, Sandy Noel, the O’Keefe
family, Bill Pantazopoulos, the Prokopowicz
family and Jess & Annie Wollmuth.

Hatch Patch to be featured in 2010 Oak Park
Garden Walk - Saturday, June 26 ™

Volunteer to be a Garden Guide
We are pleased to announce that the Hatch
Patch will be one of the gardens featured in
this year’'s Oak Park Garden Walk. We would
like to invite Hatch students, families &
teachers to represent our school by serving as
garden guides on the day of the walk. The
garden will be on display from 9:30 am — 3:30
pm. If you can help for an hour during the day,
please contact Cathi Knickrehm
(cknick@comcast.net / 708-386-3617).
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We need volunteers to help care for our garden
over the summer. Each week we will need 1 or
2 families to help with some of these activities:

watering (approximately 3 times/week,
depending on the weather)

weeding

thinning plants in the early weeks
keeping plants growing on their supports
pinching off basil flowers

harvesting summer produce

weighing & recording summer produce
delivering summer produce to the Oak
Park Food Pantry

No experience is necessary — a Hatch Patch
committee person will let you know what needs
to be done during your week and be available
as a back-up.

Volunteering in the garden is a great project for
your whole family. You can help grow the food
for our Hatch Patch Harvest Festival dinner,
help the Oak Park community, and have lots of
fun doing it!

To volunteer or any questions, contact Cathi
Knickrehm at cknick@comcast.net or 708-386-
3617.







Zero Waste News:

The school year is almost over and there are many accomplishments to be proud of as we all
work together to help Hatch grow green! With this year’'s Zero Waste grant from the state of IL
for close to $9,000 we have:

REDUCED waste by ....
o0 Having a 2-sided copy policy
0 Reusing papers on both sides before recycling
o Purchasing a dishwasher and reusable trays/utensils
o Encouraging Zero Waste Lunches and snacks
0 Using electronic announcements when possible
RECYCLED waste by ...

o Expanding recycling of paper, plastic, glass, and cans to the lunchroom and teachers’
lounge

COMPOSTED organic waste by ...

o Sorting compostable food waste (fruits and vegetables) in the lunchroom and building a
compost bin that will provide compost for the Hatch Patch garden.

PROMOTED involvement in green activities throughout the Hatch community by....
0 Assigning students as Waste Ambassadors to help with Zero Waste activities

o Holding periodic collections of reusable recyclable materials (52 Ib of winter clothing for
donation to West Suburban PADS and Good Will; over 1600 used books were
exchanged among Hatch students)

0 Zero Waste column in Hatch Dispatch

Many thanks to Staff, Students, Parents, and Teachers for their efforts this year to make
Hatch — and the world — a greener place! Everyone’s participation counts! Be proud of what
you have done so far...This is only the beginning.

The figures below show some of the results of our Z ero Waste Initiatives.



Figure 1: We are now collecting organic food waste (fruits and vegetables) for compost — From Sept to March we
collected 1,900 Ib ! We have also recycled 900 Ib of milk cartons/juice boxes, 800 Ib of paper, and 75 Ib of metal,
plastic, and glass!!! Although the average amount of paper recycled per month went down over time, we are also
using a lot less paper to begin with.

AMOUNT RECYCLED PER MONTH

400
350 4
=@ Paper
300
250 - === \letal, Plastic,
Glass
200 ~

Milk
150 Cartons/Juice
4 Boxes
100 M N/‘*\/ Organic Waste
Collected for

Compost

50

, B—F—s 5 = p =—-"5

12/08 09/09 10/09 11/09 12/09 01/120 02/10 03/10
MONTH

Figure 2: The amount of paper we are using for copying and printing has decreased dramatically — from 720 Ib per
month last school year to 420 Ib for the month of March. The amount of paper sent home was also cut by more
than half with the use of electronic announcements —from 114 Ib per month last school year to an average of 54 Ib
per month this school year.
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Figure 3: From Sept to March of this school year, we drastically reduced our lunchroom landfill waste from 800 Ib per
month to 323 Ib per month. This is because we are separating out compostable food scraps, recycling milk/juice cartons,
metal, plastic, and glass, and reducing waste in lunches brought from home. We started using our dishwasher and
reusable trays/utensils in April, so these numbers will continue to go down by about 130 Ib per month. Students bringing
lunch from home reduced their waste from 162 |b in Sept to an AMAZING 20 Ib in March!!'' WAY TO GO!!!
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Want to get involved? Questions?

Contact Cathi Knickrehm at cknick@comcast.net

Happy Summer and keep using the 3 R’s at school, at home, and EVERYWHERE !



